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CARES Act funds equip courtrooms to cope with COVID-19

    Mississippi Supreme 

Court Chief Justice Mike 

Randolph recently com-

mended trial  judges across 

the state for going above 

and beyond the call of duty 

to keep Mississippiôs 

courts open and serve our 

citizens during the ongoing 

pandemic. 

    ñI want to congratulate 

each and every one of you 

for leading this state in 

protecting the judicial sys-

tem and all of the people 

that we collectively repre-

sent,ò he told judges dur-

ing an October 28 address 

to the Mississippi Trial 

and Appellate Judges Con-

ference.  The conference 

was held as a virtual 

presentation for the first 

time. 

    ñItôs because of you and 

the work all of you have 

forward in a productive, 

meaningful and safe man-

ner. I am extreme-

ly appreciative for the 

availability of these 

funds."     

    Just over $3 million in 

CARES Act funds have 

been approved for equip-

ment and materials pur-

chases. Courts have until 

Dec. 15 to finalize pur-

chases. 

    To qualify for funding, 
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    CARES Act funds ena-

bled courts to make elec-

tronic upgrades after inad-

equate equipment hindered 

efforts to conduct virtual 

court proceedings in some 

courtrooms during the pan-

demic.  

    First District Senior 

Chancellor Jacqueline 

Mask of Tupelo said, ñThe 

CARES Act has provided 

an excellent opportunity to 

fund improvements to the 

court system. These funds 

are arriving at a time when 

there is a need to make the 

courts safe and accessible 

during this pandemic. This 

equipment will begin a 

new way of moving court 

done in fulfilling the re-

sponsibility that we all 

share under the Constitu-

tion to ensure that people 

get justice night and day,ò 

he said.  ñThereôs not a 

region in our state and not 

a judge in this state, that 

hasnôt stepped up and done 

more than required.ò 

    Chief Justice Randolph 

also had high praise for the 
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Hinds Circuit Judge Faye Peterson presides over a trial on Sept. 15. At left is Court Admin-

istrator Faye Jackson. 

Chief Justice Randolph commends trial courts during pandemic 

    Judges around the state 

looked to alternative ven-

ues such as auditoriums 

and arenas or rearranged 

their courtrooms as they 

pushed to resume jury tri-

als after months of delays 

due to COVID-19. 

    By mid-September, three 

jury trials got underway 

during the same week as 

Hinds Circuit Judges be-

gan to settle into special 

arrangements for holding 

jury trials during the pan-

demic. It was a coordinat-

ed effort among four judg-

es as three of them took 

turns using the largest 

courtroom at the Hinds 

County Courthouse to se-

lect juries.  

try three cases at the same 

time and not cost anything 

extra other than PPE.ò Ju-

rors were provided with per-

sonal protective equipment  

of masks, face shields and 

hand sanitizer. 

    Circuit Judge Faye Pe-

terson said that it felt great 

to see the coordination work-

ing ñand  to  realize we can Continued on page 4 


